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State-Court Loss as Res Judicata 
Kowalski v. Cook County Officers’ Electoral Board 

(John W. Darrah, N.D. Ill. 1:16-cv-1891) 
The federal district judge denied relief to a prospective candidate for 
county recorder of deeds as barred by res judicata and unsuccessful 
efforts in state courts. 

Subject: Getting on the ballot. Topics: Getting on the ballot; 
matters for state courts; pro se party; primary election. 

A prospective candidate for Cook County’s recorder of deeds filed a pro se 
federal complaint on February 2, 2016, in the Northern District of Illinois 
seeking damages and other relief for her exclusion from the March 15 pri-
mary-election ballot.1 On the following day, the plaintiff filed a motion for a 
temporary restraining order putting her on the ballot.2 

An attorney appeared on behalf of the plaintiff on February 9,3 and Judge 
John W. Darrah granted him permission to file an amended complaint on Feb-
ruary 16.4 The amended complaint added a voter as a plaintiff.5 

On March 1, Judge Darrah denied the plaintiffs immediate relief; res judi-
cata barred relief in conflict with earlier state-court rulings.6 Following addi-
tional briefing, Judge Darrah dismissed the case on res judicata grounds on 
September 13.7 
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