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Right to Form a Third Party 
Public Interest v. Armstrong County Board of Elections 

(Donald E. Ziegler, W.D. Pa. 2:01-cv-1616) 
A voter, a candidate, and a political organization filed a federal 
complaint challenging exclusion of the candidate from the ballot 
for a school board. The candidate nominated by the Democratic 
and the Republican Party was a suspect in jewelry thefts that in-
cluded the voter as a victim. The voter and others tried to launch a 
new political party with the candidate as its nominee. The candidate 
was disqualified because he was a registered Democrat. After a 
hearing, the court granted judgment to the plaintiffs. 

Subject: Getting on the ballot. Topic: Getting on the ballot. 

On August 24, 2001, a voter, a candidate, and a political organization filed a 
federal complaint in the Western District of Pennsylvania challenging the 
exclusion of the candidate from the ballot for the Leechburg Area’s school 
board.1 According to the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, the candidate nominated 
by the Democratic and the Republican Party was a suspect in jewelry thefts 
that included the voter as a victim.2 The voter and others tried to launch a 
new political party with the plaintiff candidate as its nominee.3 The candidate 
was disqualified because he was a registered Democrat.4 With their com-
plaint, the plaintiffs filed a motion for a temporary restraining order or a pre-
liminary injunction.5 

Judge Donald E. Ziegler held a status conference on August 24 and a 
hearing on August 30.6 On August 30, he granted judgment to the plaintiffs.7 
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